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September, 1909. The mortality in Stockholm and other large Swedish cities had not been as low for many years as during the weeks of this great strike.
But, from the point of social hygiene, as well as for other reasons, there is no cause for rejoicing in these industrial crises, as they have another side that is all too dark. For with the general unemployment and the increased pinch of want that is felt, there are many more girls and women driven into the arms of prostitution. Bebel gives a striking example of this fact by quoting a letter written by the chief-constable of Bolton, England, in 1865, which says that the number of young prostitutes had increased more during the cotton famine caused by the American Civil War than in the preceding 25 years. When better times come again a certain proportion of these women always remain prostitutes, and a much larger number resort to it occasionally to eke out their wretched wages. One writer on social and industrial problems asserts that in Liverpool and some of the other important cities of England little distinction can be made between